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The Enchanted Guide to Writing a Fabulous Novel & Signing with 

A Literary Agent 
 

 How to Write an Amazing Novel 

 How to Make Sure Your Novel is a Powerful Emotional Experience 

 How to Write a Query Letter & Sign with a Literary Agent 

 How to Start Growing Your Platform 

 How to Do This All with an Abundant & Loving Mindset 

 

What if you could write a fabulous novel with ease and flow?  What if you could realize 

your dream of signing with a literary agent?  

 

I want you to know that this is entirely possible!  It is a dream come true for me to complete my 

debut novel Enchanted Silence and sign with a literary agent.  

But this didn’t happen overnight. When I first started writing my novel, I had no idea how to do 

anything. You see my background was in IT.  I had a bachelor of arts in Economics and minor in 

French. Every step I took led me to where I am today. I am very proud of my journey and 

wouldn’t change it for anything.  

However, I want you to realize your deepest dreams and desires much faster than I did.  I want 

you to have a head start.  I want to be the guidance for you that I didn’t have initially. 

I hope you are ready to absorb every nugget of wisdom and information I pass your way!  

 

 



www.PriyankaYadvendu.com 
 

 

1. FINISH YOUR BOOK 

First things first!  You need to start writing your novel.  When I started, I literally had no idea 

where to start or how to create a plot, characters, etc.   

The first thing I did was purchase the book Writing Fiction For Dummies by Randy 

Ingermanson and Peter Economy.  It is one of the best investments I made.  This book is easy 

to read and understand.  It is a step by step guide on how to flesh a plot, create character 

sketches, and how to find the right agent and publisher. 

Here is the link to purchase it on Amazon: 

http://www.amazon.com/Writing-Fiction-Dummies-Randy-Ingermanson/dp/0470530707 

I followed the steps to create my story’s plot and characters.  It made my life so much easier 

because when I sat down to actually begin writing, the structures were largely in place to write 

the first draft. 

Another important thing to do to complete your novel is taking the time out to write it.  This is 

not easy especially if you are working full-time and juggling a social and family life.   

If you are serious about making writing a career, then time is something you will have to 

carve out of your busy schedule.   

I’m not a morning person, so I took time out after work in the evenings to write.  I also kept one 

day on the weekend to devote to writing.  Create a schedule that works well for you and 

remember to always take time out for yourself and loved ones as well for balance. 

 

I also enrolled in a course called 12 Weeks to A First Draft offered at Writer’s Digest University 

to hold myself accountable in completing my novel.  You receive valuable feedback from the 

instructor and work with a group of fellow writers to critique each others’ work.     

Here is the link to learn more:  

https://www.writersonlineworkshops.com/courses/12-weeks-to-a-first-draft 
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2. IS YOUR BOOK A POWERFUL EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE? 

Did you write the best book ever?  Did the words come straight from your heart? 

Remember any book, movie, or piece of art’s primary intent is to evoke intense emotions. 

Regardless of your opinion on the trilogy 50 Shades of Grey, the author E.L. James has 

succeeded in creating a powerful experience for its readers.  Even those who do not like the book 

cannot ignore it.  Everyone is talking about the book. 

Eat, Pray, Love, The Art of Racing in the Rain, The Silverlinings Playbook, The Hunger Games, 

and many more such books have all created similar experiences for their readers. 

As a writer, that is exactly what your responsibility is to your readers.  When I wrote the initial 

draft of Enchanted Silence, I read the entire draft afterwards. I wasn’t feeling anything. I was 

actually bored of my own writing. I did not want to admit it to myself, but I was too afraid to 

truly write about what I wanted to write.  

I wanted to write about a relationship between a 20-something and an older man.  I wanted to 

write about the protagonist’s fears.  I wanted to write about how the family is financially and 

emotionally shaken after the man of the house has a stroke.  But I was too scared to do it.  I was 

embarrassed and wondered what my family and friends would think of my novel if I did. 

I gave myself some time and space to ponder my doubts.  Finally, I discarded the initial draft and 

wrote a new draft from scratch.  I wrote exactly what I wanted and didn’t hold back.  I promised 

myself it didn’t matter what happened to this book, I was going to write from my heart.  

When I was done, I read the new draft.  There was substantial polishing to do, but this story sang 

to my heart.  I even gave it to several writer friends for critiquing and it had struck an emotional 

chord with my friends as well! 

I also worked with an editor to provide a professional critique on my manuscript.  She provided 

feedback and recommendations on the plot, characterization, dialogue, and setting.  This helped 

me polish my work further to ensure it would be a powerful emotional experience for the reader. 

You can do some research online to find the right editor for your manuscript.  Here is a link with 

information on editors and critique services:  

http://www.writersdigestshop.com/author-service-center/writing-critique-service 

Never underestimate the power of emotions.  The audience wants to cry and laugh with 

abandon.   
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3. CREATE A WEBSITE  

The next step is to create your author website.  I highly recommend working with a web designer 

to create a polished professional website.  Don’t work with a relative or friend to create your 

website, unless they are an absolute professional and do this for a living. 

Do some research online and contact web designers who specifically design author websites.  An 

easy way to find such web designers is to look at the websites of authors you like and scroll to 

the bottom.  Usually, the web designer leaves a logo, symbol, or link to their contact details.  

(This is exactly how I found my web designer!) 

Your website doesn’t have to be too fancy.  Create a simple one that has About, Blog, Books, 

Media, and Contact pages.  Make sure your web designer incorporates icons of your social 

media pages (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, etc.) as well. 

Lastly, it creates a sense of self-pride.  Even though I hadn’t even landed a literary agent then, I 

felt proud seeing my website    

Having your own official website lends credibility to you as a writer.  It shows you take 

your writing career seriously.   

 

 

BONUS TIPS! 

 Copyright your completed book.  Submit your work electronically.  It costs 

approximately $35.  Visit this website to walk you through the process: 

http://www.copyright.gov/ 

 

 Rob Eagar, the founder of Wildfire Marketing, has a wealth of advice on creating 

an effective website, author presence, & marketing your book.  Visit his website: 

http://www.startawildfire.com/ 

You can also read his amazing book, Sell Your Book Like Wildfire: The Writer’s 

Guide to Marketing & Publicity: http://www.amazon.com/Sell-Your-Book-Like-

Wildfire/dp/159963421X 
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4. WRITE A QUERY LETTER 

Now that you have completed your book, ensured it is a powerful emotional experience for the 

reader, and created a website, it is time to create the magical query letter.  Oh, yes, you read that 

right!  

What is a query letter, you ask?  It is essentially a well written and brief letter sent to 

literary agents.  It is about three paragraphs long and one page long.   

In the first paragraph of the letter, explain why you are contacting the agent along with providing 

your novel’s word count, genre, and title.  For example: in my query letter, I wrote the following:  

I understand you are a fan of women’s fiction and drawn to stories with multi-cultural themes, and 

therefore believe your agency would be a great fit. I am seeking representation for my women’s 

novel Enchanted Silence, complete at 85,000 words. 

In the second paragraph, provide a quick synopsis of your book.  There may be several threads 

and subplots in your book, so keep this synopsis centered around the main plot and story arc. 

In the third paragraph, provide a short bio.  Include information about yourself that pertains to 

you work or writing specifically.  Since I did not have any writing degrees or credentials, I 

mentioned my blog and that I had developed a marketing plan to ensure the most successful 

showing possible when my work is offered up in the print medium. 

You can find my full query letter here: 

http://www.priyankayadvendu.com/about-priyanka/query-letter/ 

Think of your query letter as an advertisement or trailer.  You don’t want to provide 

endless information in this letter.  Your query letter should give an intriguing, yet useful 

sneak preview into your book and yourself.  Keep it to the point, short and sweet, and 

polite. 

I worked with an editor who evaluated my query letter and provided valuable feedback on my 

query’s opening, biographical info, hook, closing, etc.  Here is the link to work with such an 

editor: 

http://www.writersdigestshop.com/2nd-draft-query-letter 

I also purchased Jeff Herman’s Guide to Book Publishers, Editors and Literary Agents: Who 

They Are, What They Want, How to Win Them Over (Guide to Book Editors, Publishers, and 

Literary Agents) to help me learn about query letters and the writing business overall.  One of 

the best investments I made!   

Here is the Amazon link if you would like to purchase it: 

http://www.amazon.com/Hermans-Publishers-Editors-Literary-Agents/dp/1608683095 
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5. KEEP WRITING AND GROWING YOUR PLATFORM! 

Luckily, I made the decision to attend two writer’s conferences.  Both 

conferences were organized by Writer’s Digest, one in Los Angeles 

and the other in New York City.   

The one thing that I heard over and over was: Grow your 

platform! 

You might be wondering: What the heck is a platform? 

A platform is your personal ability to build an audience to whom 

you can sell your content and books.  

I remember shivering and panicking when I heard what a platform is.  How would I build a 

platform?  I am not famous nor have I already written several books to get my name out there. 

I want you to know that building a platform is not something to be scared or intimidated of.  It is 

a beautiful opportunity for you to start connecting to your ideal audience and readership.  It is 

about lending a voice to your inner truth and individuality. 

The reason I spoke about creating a website earlier that will be home to your writing and books 

is because this is where you can start growing your platform.  Some ways to start growing your 

platform directly on your website: 

 Write Compelling Blog Posts that Make Your Readers Swoon 

 Incorporate a Sign Up box on your website & Send Newsletters to Your Subscribers  

 Offer Value-Laden Free Resources that Motivate People to Talk About You 

Here is a link to my page that contains value-laden free resources as an example: 

http://www.priyankayadvendu.com/guidance/ 

Additional ways to establish your expertise and create a powerful author brand that sets you 

apart: 

 Make Guest Contributions to Websites & Blogs where Your Target Audience Visits 

 Land Radio & Television Interviews to Connect to Your Audience 

 Secure Speaking Engagements  

Here is a link to my page that contains my radio and media interviews: 

http://www.priyankayadvendu.com/guidance/priyanka-in-the-media/ 

Remember that while it is important to grow your platform, it is also equally important to 

keep writing your next novel, too! 
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Meet Priyanka 

Priyanka Yadvendu makes her home in the San Francisco Bay Area and enjoys running, 

volunteering, and drinking chocolate martinis. For the first time at 24, she picked up her pen 

(well, actually laptop!) and began writing her debut novel Enchanted Silence. In the years that 

have since passed, her life has gone through several changes, but the breaking point came when 

dealing with the aftermath of her father’s stroke.  

It finally dawned on her: 

She wanted to laugh with the people she loved, not discuss 

agendas and errands. She wanted to tell her father she loved 

him, not be angry at him. She wanted to seize moments that 

made her feel alive, not feel overwhelmed with hectic 

schedules. She wanted to move forward in her career and 

relationships with flow and beauty, not cling tightly onto them. 

And, most of all, she wanted to feel deeply fulfilled, not chase 

happiness and say: “I’ll be happy when…” 

As a direct result, today, Priyanka is living a life filled with 

authentic bliss, honesty, and beauty. Following her heart led her to 

also sign with a Literary Agent for her debut novel Enchanted 

Silence. A dream come true! 

She is passionate about supporting women to listen to their enchanted silence to live an inspired 

life and loves to share her experiences with a dash of humor so you can tap into your enchanted 

power to: 

 Learn how to discover inner joy & security in any situation 

 Learn how to trust yourself & move forward with flow & beauty 

 Replace fear & doubt with faith and truth 

 Restore dreams & bold ambitions you may have abandoned 

 Listen to your enchanted silence to live your best life possible 

 

To learn more, please visit: http://www.priyankayadvendu.com/ 


